
 
 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award Recipients        page 1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 

2022 RISING STAR RECIPIENTS 
as presented at the 27th annual Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards on Monday June 6th, 

2022 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Overall Production of a Musical 

Ridge High School 
MATILDA

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Leading Performer in a Female-Identified Role 
Libby Schmitt as “Matilda” 

Ridge High School 
MATILDA 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Leading Performer in a Male-Identified Role 

Elliot Block as “Edward Bloom” 
Hopewell Valley Central High School 

BIG FISH 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Supporting Performer in a Female-Identified Role 

Rachel Vanek as “Miss Honey” 
Ridge High School 

MATILDA 

 

 
Presented by 

 27TH 
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2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Supporting Performer in a Male-Identified Role 

Jayden White as “Chip Tolentino” 
Ewing High School 

THE 25TH ANNUAL PUTNAM COUNTY SPELLING BEE 
 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Supporting Performer in a Male-Identified Role 

Oscar Grob as “Mr. Wormwood” 
Ridge High School 

MATILDA 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Performer in a Featured Role 

Elliot Newman as “Bobby” 
Oakcrest High School 

MEMPHIS 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Performance by a Featured Ensemble Member 
Gabriel Subervi as “Doctor and Escapologist” 

Ridge High School 
MATILDA 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Performance by a Featured Ensemble Group 
The Dance Hall Girls 

Morristown Beard School 
SWEET CHARITY 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Performance by a Chorus 

Ridge High School 
MATILDA 
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2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Performance by an Orchestra 

Carteret High School 
CHICAGO: HIGH SCHOOL EDITION 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Achievement by a Teacher or Outside Director 
Martha Harvey 

Ridge High School 
MATILDA 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Achievement in Choreography and Staging 
Tricia Benn and Bethany Pettigrew 

Columbia High School 
NEWSIES 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Achievement in Music Direction  

Romel McInnis and Diana Gable 
Clearview Regional High School 

THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Scenic Achievement  

Louis J. Medrano 
Columbia High School 

NEWSIES 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Lighting Achievement   

Colin Shields 
Harrison High School 

THE APPLE TREE 
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2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Costuming Achievement  
Sabrina Windt and Matt DiDonato 

Haddonfield Memorial High School 
RODGERS AND HAMMERSTEIN’S CINDERELLA 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Hair and Make-Up Achievement  

Colin Shields 
Harrison High School 

THE APPLE TREE 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Solo Performance Digital Submission  
Jonah Ruderman performing “If I Were a Rich Man” 

Livingston High School 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Student Achievement Recipients 
 

Chloe Ibrahim, Asst. Dir.  The 25th…Spelling Bee  Academy of the Holy Angels 
Jossue Torres, Stage Manager Chicago: HS Edition  Carteret High School 
Pottery Pereira, Lighting Design Chicago: HS Edition  Carteret High School 
Rafael Andrade, Asst. Stage Mgmt The Apple Tree   Harrison High School 
Arthur Wawrzyniak, Tech Dir. Something Rotten!  Morristown High School 
Heidy Carranza, Asst. Pit Dir. Something Rotten!  Morristown High School 
Abigail Nicholas, Stage Manager The Wizard of Oz  Newton High School 
Jordan Perla, Student Dir.  Matilda   Ridge High School 
Amanda Dellagicoma, Asst. to Dir. Anastasia   West Milford Twp. High School 
Langdon Frey, Audio Crew  Anastasia   West Milford Twp. High School 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Educational Impact Award 

Christian Brothers Academy 
13 
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2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Rising Star “Theatre for Everyone” Inclusion and Access Award 

Moorestown High School 
HONK! 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Educator Award 

Dr. Michael Penna 
Collier High School 

 
2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 

Outstanding Educator Award 
Jodi Bosch 

Mount Olive High School 
 

2022 Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Award 
Outstanding Educator Award 

Erik Hall 
Piscataway High School 

 
 
 


